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SUBJECT: LAND DECREE REMAINS IN ABEYANCE 

REF: LAGOS 4663 

1 . SEVERAL MONTHS AFTER ITS ANNOUNCEMENT NIGERIA'S 
LAND DECREE APPEARS TO BE GOING NOWHERE IN A HURRY. 
LOCAL REGISTRATION BOARDS TO IMPLEMENT THE DECREE HAVE 
SO FAR BEEN SET UP ONLY IN OGUN AND LAGOS STATES. NO 
JUDGMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE. A MOOD OF 

CYNICISM PREVAILS THAT THE RICH WILL COME INTO OWNERSHIP 
OF THE LAND THROUGH BRIBERY AND INFLUENCE EVENTUALLY, 
SHUNTING THE POOR AND NEEDY ASIDE. A MORE PERVASIVE 
FEELING IS THAT THE NEW GOVERNMENT MAY WELL REPEAL THE 
DECREE. IN VIEW OF THIS, OFFICIALS THROUGHOUT THE 
COUNTRY SEEM PRONE TO LEAVE THE DECREE AS IT IS NOW 
WITH THE RATIONALE THAT THERE WILL BE LESS TO REPUDIATE 
WHEN THE NEW ADMINISTRATION TAKES OVER. THOSE IN POWER 
WHO INSTITUTED THE ACTION, REPORTEDLY THE YAR ADUA 
FACTION, CAN RIGHTLY POINT TO THEIR LIBERAL STANCE ON 
WHAT HAS BEEN ACHIEVED ALREADY. THERE WOULD BE MUCH 
UPSET AND LITTLE SELF-SERVING GAIN FOR THEM IN PUSHING 
THE MATTER TO IMPLEMENTATION AT THIS TIME. 
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2. ON THE TECHNICAL LEVEL, THE DECREE LACKS MANY 
DETAILS TO AFFECT IMPLEMENTATION. THERE IS NOTHING 
WRITTEN ON HOW PLOTS WILL BE ALLOCATED. IT IS ALSO 
UNCLEAR WHETHER OCCUPANCY WILL BE LIMITED TO ONE PLOT, 
WHETHER LANDLORDS WILL BE FORCED TO LIVE WITH TENANTS, 
ETC. IT IS INCREASINGLY APPARENT THAT UNTIL 
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RENTAL GUIDELINES ARE WORKED OUT, THE NATION'S HOUSING 
SHORTAGE WILL CONTINUE TO BE ACUTE. A FURTHER PROBLEM 
IS THAT BANKS ARE NO LONGER GIVING LOANS ON THE 
STRENGTH OF LAND COLLATERAL. NO CERTIFICATES OF 
OCCUPANY ARE BEING ISSUED. WITHOUT CERTIFICATES AN 
OWENR CANNOT DEVELOP THE LAND HE OWNS. IN SUM, THE 
SCENE IS ONE OF STALEMATE AND WAITING. 

WYMAN 
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